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represents over 40,000 small business profes-
sional truckers across America. On October 9,
OOIDA celebrated 25 years of service at the
grand opening of their new headquarters in
Grain Valley, Missouri.

I would like to submit the following speech,
which was delivered before the celebration by
OOIDA Secretary Robert E. Esler, for the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. This speech is a
special tribute to recognize the hard work and
dedication of OOIDA President Jim Johnston.

HELP!!! . . . This was the cry that was
being heard from the East Coast to the West
Coast. From the Northern border to the
Southern border the sound resonated
throughout the land. WE NEED HELP.
Owner-operators, independents, and truckers
in general were fed up with the way things
were going in the early seventies. Fuel prices
were escalating. Taxes were soaring. Rates
were not keeping up with the ever-increasing
costs. Government rules and regulations
were becoming more and more unbearable.
What can we do was the cry. Something has
to be done. We can not continue on under
these circumstances.

For as many questions there seemed to be
as many answers. Owner-operator groups
were springing up everywhere, each with
their own agenda. Each group was sure that
they could get immediate solutions to their
specific problems. Either by public dem-
onstrations or, as simple as it seemed, by
calling on their local legislators. Surely,
after bringing attention to their plight, the
powers that be would see how wronged and
mistreated they were and as if by magic
make their problems go away. Oh how wrong
they were. There were many pitfalls on the
road ahead.

One such group was formed in 1973. This
group went through some rough times get-
ting organized. Trying to get a bunch of dis-
gruntled truckers to agree on anything was
like getting three lawyers to share the same
viewpoint; it ain’t going to happen. After a
couple of years of floundering it became evi-
dent that they lacked an essential ingredi-
ent, leadership. Sure there were people elect-
ed to be leaders but none seemed up to the
task. It got so bad that no one wanted to be
in charge and lead. This is where the right
man was at the right place at the right time.
One man stood up and faced the challenge.

It was his vision that Owner-Operators
should be treated as equals in the trucking
industry. Not only from a governmental view
point but also from the Motor Carrier indus-
try as well. This became his focus and thus
became his mantle. He has been able to do
what no other person has done. And that is,
take a group of owner-operators that were on
a course to nowhere and turn them around.
His leadership has enabled them to chart a
course that has taken them to a position of
being the largest, longest running, and most
successful owner-operator group to date.

Where do such leaders come from? They
come from the midst of our ranks. They have
the unique ability to recognize a need, the
vision to see a solution and the persistence
to overcome obstacles. Each has a different
style of leadership but they all have one spe-
cific element, focus. Focus on the job until it
gets done. And without question they will all
tell you the job never gets done. There is al-
ways a new task to face.

Such is a man named Jim Johnston who,
nearly twenty-five years ago took a job no-
body wanted. He faced the challenge. And,
through years of dedication and hard work
dramatically changed the course of events
that now places the owner-operator on a
level-playing field with all segments of the
trucking industry.

On behalf of the Members, Board of Direc-
tors, and Staff of Owner-Operator Independ-

ent Drivers Association I would like to say,
‘‘Jim we all look forward to the next twenty-
five years. Thanks for being the right man at
the right place at the right time.’’
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, today, I want to
congratulate and express my appreciation to
Ray and Judy Danner for their service to the
people of Tennessee.

Forty years ago, Ray Danner came to Ten-
nessee from Louisville, Kentucky to open a
Shoney’s Franchise in Nashville. During the
next thirty years Ray grew Shoney’s into one
of the largest and most successful restaurant
chains in our country’s history.

Almost twenty-five years ago Ray was
joined in marriage with Judy Danner. Together
they have made unlimited contributions to the
cultural, educational, and social fabric of their
community.

In 1987, Ray retired from Shoney’s and
started the Danner Company, an investment
and management firm. In a scant ten years,
his venture has spawned more than forty com-
panies, with over four thousand total employ-
ees worldwide and gross revenues in excess
of five hundred million dollars.

Ray and Judy Danner represent the best of
what our country has to offer. They firmly be-
lieve in the value of hard work, a loving family,
a dedication to their community and a faith in
God.

It is a pleasure to join their many friends in
recognizing Ray and Judy Danner’s service to
Tennessee and I wish them the best in the
years to come.
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Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, the University of
Alabama at Birmingham is one of our Nation’s
premiere medical research universities, and
one that I am proud to represent in the Sixth
District of Alabama. This institution should be
particularly commended for its recognition in
U.S. News and World Report’s 1998 Guide to
America’s Best Hospitals.

UAB is recognized as outstanding in five of
the sixteen specialties rated by U.S. News and
World Report. These specialties are cardiology
and cardiac surgery, geriatrics, gynecology,
pulmonary disease, and rheumatology. To be
named as among the best within these cat-
egories out of the Nation’s 6,400 hospitals is
certainly an outstanding achievement which
speaks highly of all the faculty, staff, and em-
ployees of UAB. The contributions this institu-
tion makes to the Sixth District, the State of
Alabama, and people all over the country are
highly commendable.

I recognize and honor UAB not only in the
five areas acknowledged by U.S. News and

World Report but for all the outstanding con-
tributions made in the areas of medicine and
health care to the community and to the coun-
try. Congratulations to all of those at UAB who
work daily to improve the lives and health of
Americans.
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Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, we are poised
on the brink of a historic vote to help millions
of our persecuted brothers and sisters of faith
around the world. The words of our first Presi-
dent George Washington ring out across the
years, as if written to us for this day: ‘‘I beg
you will be persuaded that no one would be
more zealous than myself to establish effec-
tual barriers against the horrors of spiritual tyr-
anny and every species of religious persecu-
tion.’’

Yesterday, with historic unity and courage,
the Senate voted 98 to 0 stand against the
horrors of religious persecution. I rise now,
after more than a year of work on this bill, in
heartfelt support for the International Religious
Freedom Act. Let us finish the job. With one
voice let us tell religious believers around the
world that we have heard their cries and seen
their suffering. And let us with one voice tell
persecuting regimes around the world that we
will not be silent, and that we will not let their
crimes go unchecked.

Even as we speak, there are those suffering
torture, imprisonment, rape, murder, merely
because they seek to peacefully practice their
faith. The International Religious Freedom Act
creates a comprehensive and responsible
structure for responding to that persecution. It
is consistent with international and U.S.
human rights law. It has many long-term ave-
nues for change. The only option it does not
allow is silence.

I commend my Senate colleagues DON
NICKLES, who sponsored and provided such
great leadership on this bill, and Senators JOE
LIEBERMAN, CONNIE MACK, DAN COATS, and
others, as well as all the staff who worked so
hard. I commend my colleague FRANK WOLF
and his staff Anne Huiskes for their hard work
on the bill that laid such strong groundwork for
this bill today.

What is so remarkable about this bill is its
bipartisan nature. I know just how bipartisan it
was, because my staff Laura Bryant was one
of the principal drafters of this bill, together
with my colleague from the other side of the
aisle TOM DELAY’s staff Will Inboden. They
worked together for over a year with the staff
of other Senators who share a deep commit-
ment to freedom of religion, from both sides of
the aisle, including John Hanford, Steve
Moffitt, Elaine Petty, Jim Jatras, Cecile Shea,
Pam Sellars, and many others.

My friend Senator COATS cautioned this
morning, after the overwhelming vote, that we
must not think this was easy. And it was not.
There were many long hours, weeks and
months of negotiations, not only within the
Congress, but with the Administration and with
religious and other groups. I want to commend
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the Administration for supporting this bill, and
for working so extensively with our offices as
we sought to come to a common agreement.
I particularly wish to thank Susan Jacobs,
Mike Dennis, Alexandra Arriaga, and David
Killian for the many hours and hard work they
graciously devoted to negotiations on this bill.
I commend Senator NICKLES for his great lead-
ership and for his will to work in such a biparti-
san way.

This bill also would not have happened with-
out the support of many groups, representing
people of many faiths. The Episcopal Church
was the first to support the bill, leading the
charge on behalf of their brothers and sisters
of faith suffering in Sudan, Pakistan, and
around the world. I particularly wish to thank
their representatives Tom Hart and Jere Skip-
per, whose great dedication and unflagging ef-
fort were critical in rallying widespread support
for this bill. I ask unanimous consent to enter
the powerful statement of the Presiding Bishop
of the Episcopal Church, the Most Reverend
Frank T. Griswold into the RECORD. True to its
proud tradition defending human rights, the
American Jewish Committee also led the
charge from the beginning, particularly Rich
Foltin who spent long hours working on this
bill.

The Christian Coalition was another critical
and outspoken supporter, and I particularly
wish to mention the hard work of Jeff Taylor,
director of the Washington Office. The South-
ern Baptists, who are headquartered in my
district, also have members suffering persecu-
tion around the world. Will Dodson of the
Southern Baptist Ethics and Religious Liberty
Commission provided essential support and
encouragement. The United States Catholic
Conference provided critical help, through
Cynthia Phillips and several other representa-
tives. The Ant-Defamation League, particularly
Stacy Burdett, broadened and rallied support,
true to its historical defense of victims of per-
secution. There are many others who have
provided critical help, including Chuck Colson,
head of Justice Fellowship, Nagy Kheir of the
American Coptic Association and many others.
To all of these, I say thank you.

Two years ago, we unanimously passed a
resolution condemning Christian persecution
worldwide, a resolution I was proud to cospon-
sor. The International Religious Freedom Act
admirably implements those principles. It is
comprehensive, far-reaching and tough. Yet it
is carefully designed to craft policies individ-
ually for each country, addressing the sad
truth that persecuting regimes have developed
great sophistication and variety in their meth-
ods of oppression.

Let me briefly address the cornerstones of
this bill. First, it establishes a high-level Am-
bassador at Large who will forcefully advocate
for religious freedom around the world. It es-
tablishes a high-level, independent Commis-
sion of experts to provide policy recommenda-
tions. We hope for the kind of great work that
the State Department Advisory Committee,
under the able leadership of John Shattuck
and Alex Arriaga, have provided so far.

Secondly, every year the State Department
will report on the status of religious freedom
around the world, and on the actions our gov-
ernment has taken to combat violations of that
freedom. In the tradition of the Human Rights
Report, the Annual Report on International Re-
ligious Freedom will shed the light of exposure
on religious persecution.

Third, every year our government must take
action in each country where violations occur.
This is the essential core of the bill. We pro-
vide a vast number of options to address the
persecution, from diplomatic discussions to
targeted economic sanctions. We know that
each country and each situation is different,
and this bill acknowledges that strategic re-
ality.

In every country where particularly severe
violations occur, each year our government
will have to take stronger action. This action is
geared to create the greatest possible lever-
age for change in the behaviour of persecuting
regimes. Prior to imposing any sanction, the
President must first seek an agreement for
change with the foreign country. He must con-
sult with religious groups and others who best
know the country to devise the best possible
measure. He must also consult with United
States business interests to fully weigh any
unintended economic risk to the United States.
The President has the flexibility, if necessary,
to waive economic actions because they might
be harmful to the persecuted people, or be-
cause another important national US interest
requires it.

Finally, there is extensive long-term pro-
motion of change in this bill—from broadcast-
ing to awards for foreign service officers who
promote religious freedom. And we require
training on human rights and on conditions of
religious persecution around the world, for all
those who might be faced with cases of such
persecution directly, from Ambassadors to for-
eign service officers to immigration officers.

Mr. Speaker, this bill promotes wise, long-
term change. As Senator NICKLES has said,
this bill is not designed to punish but to
change behavior. The International Religious
Freedom Act is comprehensive and strong but
it is calibrated, flexible and responsible. The
only option it does not allow is silence.

Long ago, in times of terrible hardship for
the people of God, the prophet Isaiah said that
what is acceptable to God is ‘‘to undo the
bands of the yoke, and to let the oppressed
go free’’. Mr. Speaker, this is not just a bill.
This is a stand for the most precious freedom,
the right dearest to every human heart. This is
a historic stand for the freedom of the people
of God in every country to worship Him in
freedom and in truth.

Mr. Speaker, I urge each of my colleagues
to join with the Senate in saying to the world,
with one voice, that the United States stands
for freedom of religion in every country, for
every people, for every man and woman. We
cannot be silent.

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH CENTER,
NEW YORK, NY,

September 29, 1998.
OPEN LETTER TO CONGRESS CONCERNING

RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION ABROAD

DEAR MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE:
I have recently returned from a once-a-dec-
ade meeting of all Anglican bishops around
the world known as the Lambeth Conference.
Nearly 750 bishops from every Church of the
Anglican Communion, of which the Epis-
copal Church in the United States is one,
met for three weeks to worship, learn, and
discuss issues of our experience in God’s
world. One of the inescapable and profoundly
moving realities of the Lambeth Conference
is the diversity of experience, of background,
of culture, which characterizes the world’s 70
million Anglicans, representing 165 coun-
tries. I returned to the United States chal-
lenged and stretched by stories of differing
circumstances and divergent view points.

This amazing richness of experience and
faith within the Anglican family causes me
to appreciate once again the richness of all
faiths here in the United States. While I
have chosen a path in the Anglican tradition
of Christianity, I celebrate the rich diversity
enjoyed in this country, and the freedom
that we have to practice our faith. Another
lesson learned at the Lambeth Conference
was that these freedoms which we so easily
take for granted do not exist in many parts
of the world. Stories of religious intolerance,
restrictions, persecution, and even murder
jolted bishops from the West to the stark re-
ality of people’s suffering for what they be-
lieve.

Bishops form Sudan, our fastest growing
church in the world, told how their believers
have suffered torture and enslavement. Food
and medicine are used to coerce Christians
to renounce their faith. Fear of genocide and
systematic persecution have forced thou-
sands of people into refugee camps. In Paki-
stan, Anglicans are often beaten, their
churches and villages raided, while women
are raped and kidnaped. These and other sto-
ries moved the Lambeth Conference to call
on governments around the world to ‘‘strive
for creation of just and free conditions for
people of all religions to practice their be-
liefs.’’ Today, I call on you.

I commend the work of so many in Con-
gress for raising religious persecution abroad
before our government and the nation at
large. Legislation in both the House and Sen-
ate has served to heighten awareness and
concern for those around the world who suf-
fer for their faith. Now, it is time to finish
the job.

I believe the compromise legislation de-
signed by Senators Nickles and Lieberman
takes a positive and meaningful step in the
cause of religious liberty worldwide. The
Nickles-Lieberman bill requires the Admin-
istration to take one of a broad range of op-
tions currently available under U.S. law—
from private diplomatic protest to certain
economic sanctions—to respond to countries
that engage in religious persecution. The bill
asks the State Department to report on the
wide range of religious intolerance experi-
enced worldwide. It requires consultation
with religious communities, both here and
abroad, prior to any action to ensure that
any U.S. response will help, not harm, the
religious minority on the ground. It gives
the Administration a flexible, case-by-case
response, because one response cannot fit all
circumstances. I believe this is a moderate,
flexible response to human rights abuses
that strikes the right balance between im-
posing inflexible sanctions and overlooking
serious human rights abuses.

The West cannot impose its way of doing
things on other parts of the world. Different
conditions require different actions. I do not
make this call for religious freedom as a way
of imposing our ideals on a resistant world.
I carry this message to you as a clear call
from our brother and sister Anglicans and
other people of faith abroad. I hope that you
and I can be faithful to that call.

Thank you for your fullest consideration of
this legislation.

Yours sincerely,
THE MOST REV. FRANK T. GRISWOLD,

Presiding Bishop and Primate.
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Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, during

the week of October 12, 1998, I was absent


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-02T09:21:56-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




